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Welcome to the
Rochester Educational Opportunity Center

2014 Graduation Ceremony at the Eastman Theatre

The Eastman Theatre is owned and operated by the Eastman School of Music of the University  
of Rochester. To assure the safety and comfort of all guests in the theatre, the Eastman School of 
Music asks that you adhere to the following regulations:

Smoking is prohibited in all public areas of the Eastman School of Music, including but not limited 
to the Eastman Theatre, Kilbourn Hall, and all other performance spaces, restrooms, lounges and 
lobbies.

Cameras are allowed in the Eastman Theatre exclusively for the purpose of photographing  
graduating students.

Cameras and other photographic equipment must be handled by guests at their seats.  
No photography or videography will be permitted in the aisles of the theatre. There can be no use of  
tripods or access to electrical outlets, except by a professional photographic service hired by the  
graduating school. This is to avoid possible violation of fire safety regulations, which stipulate 
that the aisles must be kept open at all times.

At no time will photographing be permitted on the stage itself.

Attendees may be asked to discontinue photographic activities if, in the opinion of the House 
Manager, they are disrupting the event.

PLEASE rEmAin At your SEAtS For tHE rECESSionAL And untiL 
ALL tHE grAduAtES HAvE LEFt tHE tHEAtrE.

Thank you for making this a safe and enjoyable graduation and congratulations to all the graduates  
and their families and friends.

Reception
Thank you for attending the 

2014 REOC Graduation Ceremony 
and celebrating the success of our 

graduates.  Please join us for 
refreshments at the reception 

immediately following the ceremony 
at the Rochester Educational  

Opportunity Center, 161 Chestnut Street.

Graduation Committee Members
Chairperson– Jonathan Perkins

Nate Daugherty, Wade Davis, Junon DuVivier, Maria Fournier,  
Sheryl Gonzalez, Rashaud Hannah, James Hanselman

Ushers
Thank you to faculty and staff who volunteered  

to usher this year’s graduation ceremony.
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Academic Regalia
The use of academic regalia comes down as a custom from the universities 
of the 14th and 15th centuries, particularly Oxford and Cambridge.  Monks 
and students of those days wore them to keep warm in the damp and drafty 
fourteenth-century castles and halls of learning. It has been worn in America 
from colonial times and was standardized for colleges and universities by an 
intercollegiate commission in 1893.

Academic apparels have certain distinctions according to the degree repre-
sented.  The black gowns differ particularly in the sleeves.  Sleeves for the 
bachelor’s gown are long and pointed, while those for the master’s are even 
longer but rounded with a slit for the arm at the elbow.  The doctor’s gown 
has full bell-shaped sleeves with three velvet bars part way down of the color 
associated with the academic discipline in which the degree is earned.

Hoods vary in size and shape with the doctor’s hood being the largest and 
most lavishly decorated.  The color of the velvet, which circles the opening 
of the hood, shows the degree.

Caps are black mortar boards with tassels worn over the left front quadrant.  
Tassels of gold braid indicates a doctor’s degree.  Occasionally, holders of 
the doctor’s degree choose to wear tassels in the color of the disciplines.

A few American universities have designed distinctive academic apparel: 
usually a softer cap instead of a mortar board, a less full gown, and a smaller 
hood.  University emblems may also appear on the front of the gowns.   
Colors representing the academic discipline, as well as the university,  
continue to be used in this style of dress - as in the gold tassels for a  
doctoral or a tassel reflecting the major of study.  REOC graduates also  
wear distinctive academic apparel:

•	 Graduates	wearing	gold	cords	have	achieved	high	honors.
•	 Graduates	wearing	green	honor	cords	have	successfully	

completed the REOC Leadership Challenge.
•	 Graduates	wearing	purple	cords	have	been	accepted	into	college.

REOC Leadership Challenge
Those students displaying the green honor cord have successfully fulfilled 
all the requirements for the REOC Leadership Challenge. Using the 
Equipped for the Future framework students completed coursework and 
requirements related to interpersonal, communication and decision-
making skills.  All skills learned in the Leadership Challenge promote 
“life-long learning” and prepare students for a successful career. 

 

State University of New York
Dr. Kristina Johnson

Chancellor

Dr. Tod A. Laursen
Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor 

University Center for Academic and Workforce Development
Ms. Lisa McKay

Associate Provost and Director 

The College at Brockport State University of New York
Dr. Heidi Macpherson

President

Rochester Educational Opportunity Center Administration
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus
Dean/Executive Director

Ms. Pamela Callan
Secretary to the Dean/Executive Director

 Ms. Sharon Crews Perkins Director, Student Services
 Ms. Kim Heyward Director, Business Affairs
 Ms. Valerie Joseph Chairperson, Health Care
 Mr. Keith Krupcznski Administrator, Career Services
 Mr. James Liebow Manager, Culinary Arts
 Dr. Gloria Morgan Director, Academic Affairs
 Mr. Jonathan Perkins Coordinator, Barbering & Cosmetology 
 Ms. Wendy Vonhold Chairperson, Business & Information Technology 
      Interim Chairperson, Academics 
 Ms. Wendy Welling Director, RISE 

REOC Advisory Council Members

 Ms. Janice Harbin  
 Ms. LaShay Harris 
 Ms. Ellen C. Lewis 
 Ms. Anita Moore 
 Ms. Karen Podsiadly
 Mr. John Pruss

     
The faculty and staff at the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center  

(REOC) would like to extend a special appreciation to the members of our  
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August, 2020 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
I hope all is well. 
 
The Rochester EOC Graduation Celebration is one of the most exciting days for students, 
faculty, staff and the community. It is a day to celebrate the achievements of our students who 
have worked diligently toward their goals. This day also marks the end of the academic year and 
the beginning of new opportunities for our students.  
 
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and advisory board members, I would like to congratulate you on 
achieving this great milestone and to welcome you as alumni of the REOC family. 
 
I am proud of the academic, professional and personal milestones you have accomplished during 
your time at the REOC, despite this unprecedented season that tried to hinder your efforts for 
success. Your strength and determination were the reasons that you are able to cross the stage 
today, fully prepared and confident in your abilities to take on the next challenge.  
 
There is a statue that stands proud and direct outside the doors leading into the Rochester EOC. 
The statue is of a man that exemplifies struggle, progress, advocating for oneself, and success. 
Frederick Douglass was a man who overcame adversity and fought for education. He knew that 
educating individuals for the workforce and providing that training in a holistic atmosphere with 
a humanistic perspective is what generates leaders. 
 
You are those leaders. As leaders, you chose to persevere. Your quest for knowledge kept you 
going. Your desire to succeed did not let you quit. Your strength kept you moving forward.  
Now you are here and you have succeeded. If this year has taught us nothing, it has at least 
shown us that there will always be unexpected challenges in life. How we handle life’s trials is 
what makes us better leaders and human beings. 
 
Again, congratulations, and may this accomplishment be the beginning on your journey to life-
changing opportunities. Be encouraged. The best is yet to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus 
Dean/Executive Director 

Faculty and Staff
Ambubuyog, Bella
Abdalla, Nelly
Al-Hark, Dayeenah
Ames, Kristie**
Anderson, Cheria 
Beaudrie, Patty**
Bermudez, Antonio
Brown, Howard
Brown, Serina
Brown, Stefan
Burks, Francine
Callan, Pamela***
Carlton, Jardin
Carpenter, Peter
Casanzio, Sam
Chakalis, Pat
Clarke, Susan
Crews Perkins,  
     Sharon
Crissman, Tricia
Crumity, Betsy
Cuby, Chris
Davis, Wade*
DeFelice, Mark
Delice, Daniel
Duncan, Marilyn
Dunn, Kevin
Eison, Ebony
Evans-Flaherty,  
     Dorothy*
Ferguson, Keniel
Ferris, Jane
Fugle, Steven
Geh, John

Gerst, Lisa
Gomez, Virginia*
Gonzalez, Sheryl
Griffin, LeKisha
Hanselman, James*
Haynes, Sonya
Hendrix, Jeff*
Heyward, Kim
Hines, Nancy
Howard, Alice
Ibrahim, Ragaa
Jeffery, Darlene
Joseph, Valerie
Krupcznski, Keith*
Lampley, Jeannette
Liebow, James
Macey, Lee
Maar, Deborah
Mancuso, Sydney*
Mareus, Roosevelt
Marks, Ray
Marote, Wayne
Marvin, Todd*
Mason-Williams,  
     Patricia
McCarthy, Katherine*
McNealy, Erica*
McLuckie, David*
Morgan, Gloria
Munye, Mohamed
O’Geen, Kevin
Ortiz-Palermo,  
     Angelee
Pagan, Gladys

Parker, Chisa
Patterson, James
Payne, Terry
Perez, Ida
Perkins, Jonathan
Priester Bradley,  
     Janice
Primus, Elizabeth
Quinn, Patty
Rabah-Muhammad,  
     Safa
Rivera, Amber
Ruth, Melvin
Sayed, Hasin
Schwenker, Chris
Sefranek, Millie
Schojan, Todd
Scott, Jeffrey
Sheinberg, Paula
Sherman, Gregory
Travers, Teashira
Tschiderer, Barbara*
Villar, Yenny
Vonhold, Wendy
Walsh, Peter
Ward, Alicia
Watson, Anton*
Welling, Wendy
Whaley, Carmela
Wilson, Lakeytalynn
Wong, Diana
Woodruff, Barb
Wright, Christy
Zink, Leesah

*** Honorary Rochester EOC 2020 Graduation Committee Co-Chair 
** Rochester EOC Graduation Committee Co-Chair
*Rochester EOC Graduation Committee Member 
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Office of the President 
 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
Congratulations! The College at Brockport celebrates your achievements and your commitment to 
your education. This has been a challenging year—and you have been up to the challenge, moving 
from face to face learning to remote learning, and managing to complete your studies during a world-
wide pandemic. It wasn’t easy—but you made it! 
 
The outstanding faculty and staff who challenged, mentored, advised, and supported you are also part 
of your success, and I know you will join me in thanking them, along with your family and friends, 
who have supported you throughout this journey.  
 
But the credit goes primarily to you — because you not only had the ability, but the motivation to 
succeed. The past few months are not how any of us would have chosen to finish the academic year, 
but your resilience and tenacity has shone though. I hope you will take pride in the time and effort that 
you have invested and the determination that you have shown during your time at the REOC. 
 
Congratulations on your graduation, and may this special occasion be just the beginning of an even 
brighter future. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Heidi R. Macpherson, Ph.D. 
President 
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Award Winners
Executive Director’s Award

The Executive Director’s Award is given to a current year graduate who has  
excellent interpersonal skills and attendance, exhibits a positive attitude to faculty, 

staff and fellow students both in scholastic work and professional environments, 
and who has demonstrated exceptional merit and leadership skills.

Jasmine Brady
Barbering Program

Dr. Betty Marian Anderson Scholarship 
The Dr. Betty Marian Anderson Scholarship is granted each year to an REOC  
student.  This scholarship provides financial assistance to an individual who  

demonstrates matriculation into college and a commitment to the continued  
pursuit of higher education.

Ineida Feliciano
Licensed Practical Nursing Program

REOC Scholarship
(In Memory of Maxine Gooden)

The Maxine Gooden Scholarship was developed to recognize students who have 
demonstrated academic excellence (3.0 GPA or higher). The scholarship fund was 
established in order to financially assist graduating REOC students continuing their 

education in a vocational and/or academic setting or beginning employment.

Jeniffer Bellington
Licensed Practical Nursing Program

Rochester Area Colleges Continuing Education  
(RACCE) Adult Student Award

The RACCE consortium recognizes and honors adults who  have been especially 
successful at continuing post secondary study with their other responsibilities of 

family, job, career, and community service.

Darrell Foster
High School Equivelency Program
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 August 5, 2020  

 

Dear Graduates: 

On behalf of the State University of New York’s University Center for Academic and Workforce 
Development (UCAWD), it is my distinct pleasure to send greetings and warm regards to all students 
celebrating the completion of their studies from the Rochester EOC.  Most importantly, I wish to 
congratulate you on a job well done!  

With this accomplishment, you are joining generations of learners across New York State who 
have completed their studies from EOCs, fully prepared to enter institutions of higher education and 
excel in the labor market. You have positioned yourself and your family for new opportunities, 
achievements and success. Pursuing advanced education and job training takes grit and perseverance in 
the most ideal circumstances; to have completed your program amid the turmoil of the COVID-19 
pandemic is nothing short of remarkable. 

Yet, there is more to be done. Collectively, we have seen the result of the tipping point of 
George Floyd’s death that triggered massive world-wide protests and most recently proposals, 
legislation and commitments to right the wrongs of injustice.  To the UCAWD team, you represent the 
hope that, with the right opportunity, all lives can be transformed.  Your persistence through these 
unprecedented times is nothing short of inspirational and I encourage you to continue to model the 
citizenry that this country needs.  We know that the EOC is the first step to a satisfying career and we 
are grateful to have joined you at this stage of your journey. 

 While social distance may separate us today, we encourage you to keep in touch with the 
Rochester EOC, where you remain a member of our family long after your studies conclude. I hope you 
share your EOC experience with others in your community as you continue on your upward journey.  

 

       Sincerely, 

  

      
Lisa L. McKay, 
Associate Provost and Director, 

        University Center for Academic and  
        Workforce Development 
  

Security Guard  (cont’d)

Sterile Processing Technician

Correa, Luis
Crosby-Williams, DeZyre
Curry, Madjinae
Diallo, Alpha
Ellington, Keyonna
Folkes, Anthony
Fontenot, Fabian
Foster, Joseph
Frith, Ronald
Garcia, Nathaniel
Gollel, Danielle
Grimsley, Tonnette
Harp, Roger
Harris, William
Harrison, Debra
Hartsfield, Tashanna
Holley, Aniya
Houser, Shamard
James, Brent
James, Jeremy

Jones, Nazir
Jordan, Michelle
Kadrie, Kevin
Kemp, Gideon
Kraft, Andrew
Marble, Aliah
McClures, Brandon
Mcmillan-El, Naziyr
Michel, Jason
Moore, Gregory
Mosley, Ratonyia
Noble, Jevonte
Oliver, Dwayne
Oliver, Marcus
Ridgeway, DeVante
Robinson, Joy
Saxton, Keith
Scott Jr., Damon
Skeith, Angel
Smith, Taajah

Spirles, Jovaun
Stringer, Joseph
Taylor, Stanley
Thacker, James
Thompson, Macdonald
Torres, Jennifer
Torres, Richard
Vargas, Josue
Walker, Nijel
Walker, Tyreke
Washington, Kurtis Jr
White, Bridgette
Wickham, Sjaalam
Wilburn, Quinton
Williams, Cornell
Williams, Jesse
Williams, Phillip
Woods, Demetrius
Wright, Sade

Addison, Cashmere
Alicea, Ennailamyan
Anderson, Shalease
Bedford, Alyssa
Bell, Erica
Berrios Guzman, Tatiana
Black, Deanna
Bradshaw, Arlyss
Brew, Amy
Brewer Sr, George
Brown, Lisa
Byrd, Jayme
Canada, Antwan
Chapman, Kaniya
Dowdell-Montgomery, 
DaJanique
Drumgoole, Daryell
Dukes, Autumn
Evans, Yvonne

Gadson, Chris
Gartley, Amber
Green, Charnasia
Hovey, Eve
Jackson, Anajah
Johnson, Narseary
Maldonado, Adamaris
Maybell, Ciecrra
McFadden, Edweena
McIver, Moenaisa
McKinnon, Cymanda
Moore, Rondelle
Pabon, Diana
Pittman, Asia
Preston, Larmani
Prince, Aviyanna
Profeta, Amber
Reddick, Chelsea
Reisinger, Brittani

Rivera-Albizu, Justino
Rojas, Raymond
Russell, Rosetta
Rutledge, Shawanda
Scott, Tyisha
Shadders, Janelle
Shapiro, Renee
Shapiro, Sasha
Shipe, Shawnie
Smith, Omar
Streb, David
Sweet, Linda
Trammell, Michael
Traynham, Felicia
VanOrden, Brittany
Walker, Jacqueline
Warren, Nichole
Williams, Chakya

Teacher Assistant
Aqueveque, Aylin
Ayala, Vanessa
Bakou, Tiffany
Benjamin, Elvia
Crawford, Maya
Davis, Brenda
DeRavens, Lydia
Donahue, Taleah

Gilkes, Yajaira
Gomez, Julianna
Goodnight, Amber
Harris, Marquise
Lopez, Adriana
Louis, Rozie
McFarland, Diarra
Normand, Ahnamarie

Reyes, Shantal
Rodriguez, Hilda
Shaw, Shawanda
Sibhatu, Tekleberhan
Tolleson, Elionida
Walker, DenayJa
Wiggins, Ramona
Williams, Stephanie
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Licensed Practical Nursing
Anderson, Dainya
Barrier, Sabrina
Barton, Tyra
Bellington, Jeniffer
Brown, Kiana
Clark, Crystal
Cornelius, Tiffiny
Echols, Brittney
Feliciano Caraballo, Ineida 
Finnemore, Hannah
Givens, William
Gomez, Naomi
Harris, Tamekia
Hildreth, Shelby 
Hills-Hagins, Rachel

Horton, Aaron
Israel, Ardis
Johnson, Makeywa
Knight, Kuila
Lesesne, Octavia
Lopez, Nicole
Ludgood, Matthew
Lugo, Felicita
Lugo, Ninena
Marshall, Chantiza
Mason, Erica
Meleca, Barbara
Miller, Special
Ntumba, Rose
Palmer, Alexandrena

Parks, Melinda
Premo, Lauren
Singh, Tandeep
Siriphanthong, Victoria
Smith, Nailah
Stell, Autumn
Torbitt, Shirley
Turner, Kevin
Williams, Tiphfany
Williams, Yamisha
Woodhams, David
Young, Alexa
Zygand, Rachel
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Rochester Educational Opportunity Center 
161 Chestnut St. 
Rochester, NY 14604 

 

To the 2020 graduates of the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center: 

I am honored today to join with faculty, staff, family and friends to recognize the 2020 
graduates of the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center (REOC). Because of your 
dedication and your completion of the requirements for your chosen field of study, you are 
among the honorees. REOC is one of our city’s most valued educational institutions — 
educating more than 30,000 during its 52-year history and most recently more than 1,300 
each year.  

You are now poised to become employed as teacher assistants, emergency 
telecommunicators, culinary artists, customer service providers, barbers, childcare 
workers, pharmacy technicians, home health aides or licensed practical nurses, to name 
only a few of the REOC career opportunities.  You are also prepared to assume 
responsible positions in the workforce, and in so doing, not only better provide for your 
families, but also give back to our community.  

REOC teachers, counselors, staff and administrators, with the support of the SUNY 
College at Brockport and SUNY University Center for Workforce Development, have 
worked together to give you the opportunity to gain important skills. These skills will help 
you continue on to college or obtain a career. Important community partnerships have also 
been forged to assist each year’s graduates with job opportunities. 
You have reason to be proud of your accomplishments. Congratulations to each of you 
upon your achievements and best wishes as you continue to utilize the skills and 
knowledge you have gained while a student at REOC. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Lovely A. Warren 
Mayor, City of Rochester 
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Arnone, Cody
Baldwin, Cynthia
Bryant, Tiffany
Carbonell, Ann
Cruz, Giyleanna
Delgado, Angely
Delgado Castro, Adys
Gadson, Latasha
George, Malcolm
Hargrove, Amini 
Isidore, Danielle
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Johnson, Iman
Jones, Destiny
Lopez, Glorimar
Magar, Buddha
McGill, Ashley
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Proper, Jillian 
Ramos, Joziak
Reed, Mary

Rutland Jones, Donnie
Sault, Katina
Singleton, Cassandra
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Welcome to the
Rochester Educational Opportunity Center

2014 Graduation Ceremony at the Eastman Theatre

The Eastman Theatre is owned and operated by the Eastman School of Music of the University  
of Rochester. To assure the safety and comfort of all guests in the theatre, the Eastman School of 
Music asks that you adhere to the following regulations:

Smoking is prohibited in all public areas of the Eastman School of Music, including but not limited 
to the Eastman Theatre, Kilbourn Hall, and all other performance spaces, restrooms, lounges and 
lobbies.

Cameras are allowed in the Eastman Theatre exclusively for the purpose of photographing  
graduating students.

Cameras and other photographic equipment must be handled by guests at their seats.  
No photography or videography will be permitted in the aisles of the theatre. There can be no use of  
tripods or access to electrical outlets, except by a professional photographic service hired by the  
graduating school. This is to avoid possible violation of fire safety regulations, which stipulate 
that the aisles must be kept open at all times.

At no time will photographing be permitted on the stage itself.

Attendees may be asked to discontinue photographic activities if, in the opinion of the House 
Manager, they are disrupting the event.

PLEASE rEmAin At your SEAtS For tHE rECESSionAL And untiL 
ALL tHE grAduAtES HAvE LEFt tHE tHEAtrE.

Thank you for making this a safe and enjoyable graduation and congratulations to all the graduates  
and their families and friends.

Reception
Thank you for attending the 

2014 REOC Graduation Ceremony 
and celebrating the success of our 

graduates.  Please join us for 
refreshments at the reception 

immediately following the ceremony 
at the Rochester Educational  

Opportunity Center, 161 Chestnut Street.

Graduation Committee Members
Chairperson– Jonathan Perkins

Nate Daugherty, Wade Davis, Junon DuVivier, Maria Fournier,  
Sheryl Gonzalez, Rashaud Hannah, James Hanselman

Ushers
Thank you to faculty and staff who volunteered  

to usher this year’s graduation ceremony.
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City of Rochester, NY 

Rochester City Council 
City Hall Room 301A • 30 Church Street • Rochester, New York 14614-1290 

July 15, 2020                  
 
 
Dear Graduates: 
 

Congratulations Class of 2020! You remained focused.  As a result, you accomplished 
your academic/vocational goal.  You have done so in the midst of a world-wide pandemic, 
national civil unrest, state mandated quarantine, and while adapting to distance learning. I 
commend you for your tenacity and perseverance for following through on furthering your 
education in the midst of it all. 

 
Be proud of your accomplishment. Use the certificate earned today as a launch pad for 

future success. You have been trained by the best, to join the ranks alongside the best.  The 
Rochester Educational Opportunity Center has produced thousands of hard working men and 
women who are true assets to our community. I am thrilled to have you among them. 

 
You are proven to be REOC strong and REOC qualified.  So, go forth to work and serve 

in our community; adding your voice and vote to make Rochester even better.  
 
Again, my warmest and most heartfelt congratulations on a job well done.  I wish you 

nothing but the best in your future endeavors.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
         Loretta C. Scott, President 
         Council Member At-Large
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Pitts, Shannon
Rivera, Juan
Robinson, Artisha

Rowe, Raven
Ryder, Leanna
Santos, Betzaida

Watkins, Shakeia
Williams, Nikita

Child Development Associate (cont’d) 

Arnold, Tiffany
Hawkins, Monique

Muniz, Emanuel
Powell, Sonia

Russell, Shirley
Wright, Sade

College Preparation 

Civil Service Exam Preparation 

Cosmetology
Balestier, Laney
Cromes, Sheniqua
DuBoise, Kimberly
Edwards, Marissa

El-Amin Ablah, Bushraa
Everett-White, Shelia
Johnson, JoAnne
Manning, Donniel

Starkes, Katrina
Taylor, Gwendolyn
Turay, Mariama
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Tesch, David
Watkins, Javon
Weeg, Peter
Wiley, Ethan
Williams, Cassius
Williams, Terrell
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Anderson, Anthony
Borden, Robin
Clarke, Susan
Cruz-Figueroa, Jennifer
Green, Angel

Hughes, Mary Anne
Jackson, Alicia
McCullough, Fonda
Smith, Capucin
Smith, Erin

Tate, Sheila
Tucker, Whitley
Walters, Stephanie
Wilson, Denise

         Monroe County Legislature 
       Office of the Republican Majority 

 

 

 
409 County Office Building ∙ 39 West Main Street ∙  Rochester, New York 14614 

Phone: (585) 753-1922 ∙ Fax: (585) 753-1960 

 
 
 
 
 

July 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Graduates of Rochester Educational Opportunity Center: 
 
Congratulations on graduating from the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center this past 
spring. Although this unprecedented time challenged you to adapt to new learning environments, 
you prevailed through your exemplary hard work and grit. You should be extremely proud of 
yourself. 
 
The education you received at the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center has prepared you to 
embark on the next steps of your journey. We are confident that with the skills and knowledge 
ingrained here, you are prepared to conquer life’s next steps.  
 
The REOC has served the Rochester community for over fifty years, providing support and 
access to education and workforce development. Their staff and administers have successfully 
offered skills for success and a network to access both educational and employment 
opportunities. We are thankful for all the work the REOC has done to enhance and empower the 
Rochester community. 
 
The Monroe County Legislature, Office of the Republican Majority, would like to extend our 
sincere congratulations to the REOC Class of 2020. May this achievement serve as a foundation 
for future success and happiness. We wish you the best of luck in all your future endeavors.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Monroe County Legislature 
Office of the Republican Majority  
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2020 Candidates
The following students may be eligible to receive a certificate.

Listing in this program does not constitute program completion.

Barbering 
Brady, Jasmine
Brown, Shawnta
Brundidge, Dorian
Bryant, Lorita
Christman, Michael
Cowart, Daveree
Davis, Angela

Fairley, Denzell
Floyd, Turiq
Frisk, Joshua
Gbajumo, Olubunmi
McCollough, Joseph
McKean, Savannah
Melo-Ramirez, Adrian

Mercado, Angel
Morgan, William
Nauden, Jessie
Ramos, Angel
Sabastro, Jose
Sepulveda, Juan
Smith, Kristin

Certified Nursing Assistant
Acevedo, Tisha
Addison, Brielle
Albert, Alexis
Allen, Shiasia
Bell, Veronica
Boatwright, Alexis
Broadnax, Christina
Brown, Emari
Brumfield, Breazaih
Burton, Shantel
Chealey, Tajah
Cox, Tierney
Cruz, Claudia
Cubiotti, Deanna
Dahal, Prashamsa
Davidson, Shaiasia
Davis, Asia
Drechsler, Mackenzie
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Espinal, Hennessey
Fee, Marissa
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Gamble, Shemeka
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Gonzalez, Laura
Goodlow, Ashley
Hampton, Erica
Harville, Destiny
Hendrix Jr., Walter
Johnson, Latasha
Johnson, Leondra
Johnson, Terrence
Johnson, Tianna
Jones, Cynthia
Jones, Joshiana
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Leflore, Lacretia
Lovelist, Florence Ruby
Madafferi, Andrea
Marble, Aliah
Mateo, Andrea
Mclernon, Mckayla
Miller, Koinonia
Mitchell, England
Mitchell, Lanisha
Monroe, Ashley
Nieto, Melissa
Qaied, Aliyay

Quinn, Mona
Rasaili, Sabitra
Rosado, Barbara
Rounds, Aereiana
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Siplin, Takiyah
Sippel, Krystal
Suarez, Angelique
Suarez, Melanie
Swift, Amarah
Sylvestre, Fabiola
Taylor, Ashley
Tejan, Sarah
Tsiba, Urbain
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Uloth, Clifford
Velez Vazquez, Nismary
Walker, Shukriyyah
Washington, Lannitra
Wesley, Asia-Lon
Williams, Kelli
Williams, Shelia
Woods, Latisha
Young, Deminee

Certified Nursing Assistant  Refresher
Coleman, Melissa Johnson, Ariel Loyd, Quwaysia

Anders, Sierra
Anderson, Karen
Aureli, Ashley
Briggs, Sunshine
Carrera, Lisandra
Carvajalino Arrieta, Loraine
Collington, Chanel

Crumity, Mecca
Cruz, Jeselyn
Edwards, Arethea
Figueroa de Mercedes, Wanda
Gulley, Tiana
Hewlett, Cailey
James, Aaliyha

Jones, Pearl
Jones, Shalonda
Jordan, Chaquana
McFarland, Ruth
Medero, Kassandra
Muhammad, Brianna
Petersen, Deborah

Child Development Associate 
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Steering 

Transportation 

 
 
 
 
 

August, 2020 
 
 
 

Dear REOC Graduates, 
 

The strength and resiliency of our state and nation continue to be tested during 
this trying time. Despite the many challenges being presented to our community during 
these past few months, the bright light of personal achievement continues to shine 
through the success of graduates like you. I am very pleased to offer you my sincerest 
congratulations on your graduation from the SUNY Rochester Educational 
Opportunity Center! 
 

Completing your program and coursework requirements demanded a deep 
investment of time and persistent dedication to hard work that will serve you well in 
your career. I join the REOC faculty and leadership in acknowledging your 
accomplishment and encourage you to build upon this milestone achievement. 

 
Again, congratulations and best wishes to you for much success in the future! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Harry B. Bronson 
Member of Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❏ ALBANY OFFICE: Room 824, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 • 518-455-4527 
❏ DISTRICT OFFICE: 840 University Avenue, Rochester, New York 14607 • 585-244-5255 

THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

HARRY B. BRONSON 
Assemblymember  

138th District 

Jasmine Brady 
Rochester EOC Barbering Program Graduate  
2020 Executive Director’s Award Winner 
August 5, 2020 

Graduates of the Rochester EOC Class of 2020, I welcome you to celebrate the culmination of a 
year of hard work, sacrifices, and accomplishments. 

I can honestly say that this is a year that I will NEVER forget. I am sure that many of you feel 
the same way. Memories from this year have been shaped by our individual and unique 
circumstances – not only at school but also in our personal lives. Some of us may have had great 
support systems that have helped us through our journey, and some of us have been working 
independently with no support. 

Some of us have had to work while studying. Some of us have had families to manage. All of us 
have had to pay bills, handle child care, transportation, doctor appointments, family emergencies, 
births, deaths, a pandemic, a continued fight for equality, and so many other unexpected 
situations that arise at a moment’s notice. 

All of our situations have been different. But we have one strong thing in common: our goal to 
get educated, get trained, and move upward. Our knowledge that we have gained has now 
become our power. Our knowledge will carry us forward to become successful employees, 
business owners and college students in all the wonderful fields we have chosen as our careers. 

Think about this... Two years ago would you have thought about starting this journey at REOC? 
Probably not. I know I didn’t. Would you have ever thought one year ago that you would be 
where you are today? I hope so. I did. I had a goal. I am sure that you did too. 

Look at how far you have come. Look at how much you have overcome. Look at how much you 
have proven that you can do.  But most of all, and MOST importantly, look at how much YOU 
NOW KNOW you can do. 

For me, it took years to know how I learned best. It took me years to become my own advocate 
and to know what I wanted to do with my life.  But now I know. I know ME. And it has been 
through my unique life experiences that I know that I can and I WILL do anything I set my mind 
to. I WILL be the best Master Barber. I WILL be a business owner. I WILL be an employer. I 
WILL be an entrepreneur. I WILL be the best version of myself I can be. 

This is MY mantra...what is yours? The world is in front of me as it is in front of you. Follow 
your dreams. Make them your reality. 

Your condition IS NOT your conclusion. Don’t ever let anyone tell you what you can and cannot 
do based on what THEY know. Know yourself. Celebrate your life and accomplishments. Be 
proud of yourself. Take your experience, take that knowledge, take that empowerment, and do 
something. 

Continue to make a difference in your life. Make a difference in someone else’s life. Make a 
difference in the world. Be the change that brought us ALL where we are today. 

Congratulations Rochester EOC Class of 2020. We made it and the BEST is yet to come! 
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The Eastman Theatre is owned and operated by the Eastman School of Music of the University  
of Rochester. To assure the safety and comfort of all guests in the theatre, the Eastman School of 
Music asks that you adhere to the following regulations:

Smoking is prohibited in all public areas of the Eastman School of Music, including but not limited 
to the Eastman Theatre, Kilbourn Hall, and all other performance spaces, restrooms, lounges and 
lobbies.

Cameras are allowed in the Eastman Theatre exclusively for the purpose of photographing  
graduating students.

Cameras and other photographic equipment must be handled by guests at their seats.  
No photography or videography will be permitted in the aisles of the theatre. There can be no use of  
tripods or access to electrical outlets, except by a professional photographic service hired by the  
graduating school. This is to avoid possible violation of fire safety regulations, which stipulate 
that the aisles must be kept open at all times.

At no time will photographing be permitted on the stage itself.

Attendees may be asked to discontinue photographic activities if, in the opinion of the House 
Manager, they are disrupting the event.

PLEASE rEmAin At your SEAtS For tHE rECESSionAL And untiL 
ALL tHE grAduAtES HAvE LEFt tHE tHEAtrE.

Thank you for making this a safe and enjoyable graduation and congratulations to all the graduates  
and their families and friends.

Reception
Thank you for attending the 

2014 REOC Graduation Ceremony 
and celebrating the success of our 

graduates.  Please join us for 
refreshments at the reception 

immediately following the ceremony 
at the Rochester Educational  

Opportunity Center, 161 Chestnut Street.

Graduation Committee Members
Chairperson– Jonathan Perkins

Nate Daugherty, Wade Davis, Junon DuVivier, Maria Fournier,  
Sheryl Gonzalez, Rashaud Hannah, James Hanselman

Ushers
Thank you to faculty and staff who volunteered  

to usher this year’s graduation ceremony.
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In Appreciation of 
Congressman John Lewis

 

Dear Graduates:

I had the pleasure of meeting Congressman John Lewis in 2014 when he was the guest 
speaker at the Rochester EOC graduation celebration. I volunteered to pick him up from the 
airport as I knew that this would be a great opportunity to meet and have a personal conversation 
with him. On the day of graduation I arrived at the airport early. As I waited to greet him I 
suddenly became anxious. I expected there to be security and an entourage for this man who was 
a trailblazer and who was held in such high esteem. Yet, as I spotted him, I could not believe that 
he was traveling by himself. I soon learned through our conversations over the next two days that 
this was how he lived his life: as an unassuming individual that fought tirelessly for change 
through his actions and words. He was not there to be recognized, but to make change and 
impact.

The two days that I spent with Congressman Lewis was one of the best experiences of my 
life. I was with a civil rights icon that I had read about in books. Hearing from him directly about 
some of the trials he encountered throughout the Civil Rights movement made me appreciate him 
even more.

His address to the students during the Rochester EOC graduation ceremony was 
compelling, inspirational and real. He inspired and reminded our students of their civic 
responsibility to “get in good trouble” for the good of humankind. After the graduation, I 
escorted him to REOC for a reception for our students so he could connect with them personally.
Many students, staff, community members, and leaders were present to meet Congressman 
Lewis. Included in the crowd were the nurses who saved his life after his historic crossing of the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge during Bloody Sunday on March 7, 1965. This was the first time he saw 
the nurses since Bloody Sunday. It was a moving night. Congressman Lewis’ connection to the 
REOC was fostered through our former nursing faculty member Sister Barbara Lum, a Sister of 
Selma, who medically tended to Congressman Lewis.

The next day after we had breakfast, I intentionally took a longer route when it was time 
to transport Congressman Lewis at the airport. I did not want to end this amazing experience. 
After meeting him personally and spending some time with him, I can honestly say that he was 
one of the most courageous people I have ever met. Congressman Lewis was steadfast in his
message throughout the years, and tirelessly fought for the rights of others. I am honored to have 
met him, and grateful that he took time to speak at our graduation ceremony. The world is 
without a great man, but his legacy will live on through the lives of others. 

Best,
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus
Dean/Executive Director
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  1317 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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Washington, DC 20515 
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Committee on Education and Labor 

 
 
 
Dear Class of 2020: 
 
On behalf of my colleagues and I in the United States House of Representatives, I extend sincere 
congratulations and wish the best of luck to the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center’s 
(REOC) Class of 2020.  
 
Today marks a major life accomplishment, and whether you are completing a certification, 
undergraduate, or graduate program, you should be extremely proud. Further, this is a significant 
step toward achieving all that you have set out to accomplish in the years ahead. You have laid 
the foundation for a better life for you and your family and, by extension, for our community. 
 
Congratulations again to the graduates as you complete this defining milestone. I join with the 
REOC community, your families, and friends in expressing how proud I am of all that you have 
achieved, and I look forward to your continued success in the years ahead.  
 

 

Warmest personal regards, 

 

 

 
Joseph D. Morelle 
Member of Congress 
 

 
 

 

 

August, 2020 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
I hope all is well. 
 
The Rochester EOC Graduation Celebration is one of the most exciting days for students, 
faculty, staff and the community. It is a day to celebrate the achievements of our students who 
have worked diligently toward their goals. This day also marks the end of the academic year and 
the beginning of new opportunities for our students.  
 
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and advisory board members, I would like to congratulate you on 
achieving this great milestone and to welcome you as alumni of the REOC family. 
 
I am proud of the academic, professional and personal milestones you have accomplished during 
your time at the REOC, despite this unprecedented season that tried to hinder your efforts for 
success. Your strength and determination were the reasons that you are able to cross the stage 
today, fully prepared and confident in your abilities to take on the next challenge.  
 
There is a statue that stands proud and direct outside the doors leading into the Rochester EOC. 
The statue is of a man that exemplifies struggle, progress, advocating for oneself, and success. 
Frederick Douglass was a man who overcame adversity and fought for education. He knew that 
educating individuals for the workforce and providing that training in a holistic atmosphere with 
a humanistic perspective is what generates leaders. 
 
You are those leaders. As leaders, you chose to persevere. Your quest for knowledge kept you 
going. Your desire to succeed did not let you quit. Your strength kept you moving forward.  
Now you are here and you have succeeded. If this year has taught us nothing, it has at least 
shown us that there will always be unexpected challenges in life. How we handle life’s trials is 
what makes us better leaders and human beings. 
 
Again, congratulations, and may this accomplishment be the beginning on your journey to life-
changing opportunities. Be encouraged. The best is yet to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus 
Dean/Executive Director 
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In Appreciation  
of Assemblymember David Gantt 
 
Dear Graduates:  
 
We are saddened by the loss of  
Assemblymember David Gantt.  
He was a great and longtime supporter  
of the Rochester EOC. 

I met with Assemblymember Gantt countless times to seek his guidance and  
support. His unending commitment to the growth of people and building  
community enabled the Rochester EOC to purchase and move to the new Center  
at 161 Chestnut Street. 

A few years ago, we celebrated 50 years of transforming lives in Rochester and the 
surrounding communities. We honored Assemblymember Gantt with the REOC 
Legacy of Leadership Award. This award was given to Assemblymember Gantt 
to recognize his work in advocating for those who can’t speak for themselves and 
organizations such as REOC that are improving lives and communities. While he  
was very appreciative of the award, he reminded me that he did not fight for the  
underserved for the recognition. He did it because he wanted to level the playing 
field, and make a difference.   

Assemblymember Gantt understood that education was a powerful means to success 
that could help move individuals from poverty to self-sufficiency. Therefore, he 
valued the Rochester EOC for providing innovative programs to over 1,300 students 
annually. He recognized that we also support the community as a whole through 
Advanced Technology Training and Information Networking (A.T.T.A.I.N) and 
numerous community offerings.    

Graduates, it is up to us now to carry on his legacy and transform our communities 
by being involved and supporting each other. We will miss Assemblymember Gantt. 
We honor his legacy and mourn his loss alongside his family, friends, colleagues 
and the people of Rochester and New York State.   

Best, 

 
Roosevelt Mareus  
Dean/Executive Director 

 

 

August, 2020 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
I hope all is well. 
 
The Rochester EOC Graduation Celebration is one of the most exciting days for students, 
faculty, staff and the community. It is a day to celebrate the achievements of our students who 
have worked diligently toward their goals. This day also marks the end of the academic year and 
the beginning of new opportunities for our students.  
 
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and advisory board members, I would like to congratulate you on 
achieving this great milestone and to welcome you as alumni of the REOC family. 
 
I am proud of the academic, professional and personal milestones you have accomplished during 
your time at the REOC, despite this unprecedented season that tried to hinder your efforts for 
success. Your strength and determination were the reasons that you are able to cross the stage 
today, fully prepared and confident in your abilities to take on the next challenge.  
 
There is a statue that stands proud and direct outside the doors leading into the Rochester EOC. 
The statue is of a man that exemplifies struggle, progress, advocating for oneself, and success. 
Frederick Douglass was a man who overcame adversity and fought for education. He knew that 
educating individuals for the workforce and providing that training in a holistic atmosphere with 
a humanistic perspective is what generates leaders. 
 
You are those leaders. As leaders, you chose to persevere. Your quest for knowledge kept you 
going. Your desire to succeed did not let you quit. Your strength kept you moving forward.  
Now you are here and you have succeeded. If this year has taught us nothing, it has at least 
shown us that there will always be unexpected challenges in life. How we handle life’s trials is 
what makes us better leaders and human beings. 
 
Again, congratulations, and may this accomplishment be the beginning on your journey to life-
changing opportunities. Be encouraged. The best is yet to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus 
Dean/Executive Director 
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Dear Graduates, 
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faculty, staff and the community. It is a day to celebrate the achievements of our students who 
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In Appreciation of 
Congressman John Lewis

 

Dear Graduates:

I had the pleasure of meeting Congressman John Lewis in 2014 when he was the guest 
speaker at the Rochester EOC graduation celebration. I volunteered to pick him up from the 
airport as I knew that this would be a great opportunity to meet and have a personal conversation 
with him. On the day of graduation I arrived at the airport early. As I waited to greet him I 
suddenly became anxious. I expected there to be security and an entourage for this man who was 
a trailblazer and who was held in such high esteem. Yet, as I spotted him, I could not believe that 
he was traveling by himself. I soon learned through our conversations over the next two days that 
this was how he lived his life: as an unassuming individual that fought tirelessly for change 
through his actions and words. He was not there to be recognized, but to make change and 
impact.

The two days that I spent with Congressman Lewis was one of the best experiences of my 
life. I was with a civil rights icon that I had read about in books. Hearing from him directly about 
some of the trials he encountered throughout the Civil Rights movement made me appreciate him 
even more.

His address to the students during the Rochester EOC graduation ceremony was 
compelling, inspirational and real. He inspired and reminded our students of their civic 
responsibility to “get in good trouble” for the good of humankind. After the graduation, I 
escorted him to REOC for a reception for our students so he could connect with them personally.
Many students, staff, community members, and leaders were present to meet Congressman 
Lewis. Included in the crowd were the nurses who saved his life after his historic crossing of the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge during Bloody Sunday on March 7, 1965. This was the first time he saw 
the nurses since Bloody Sunday. It was a moving night. Congressman Lewis’ connection to the 
REOC was fostered through our former nursing faculty member Sister Barbara Lum, a Sister of 
Selma, who medically tended to Congressman Lewis.

The next day after we had breakfast, I intentionally took a longer route when it was time 
to transport Congressman Lewis at the airport. I did not want to end this amazing experience. 
After meeting him personally and spending some time with him, I can honestly say that he was 
one of the most courageous people I have ever met. Congressman Lewis was steadfast in his
message throughout the years, and tirelessly fought for the rights of others. I am honored to have 
met him, and grateful that he took time to speak at our graduation ceremony. The world is 
without a great man, but his legacy will live on through the lives of others. 

Best,
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus
Dean/Executive Director
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Dear Class of 2020: 
 
On behalf of my colleagues and I in the United States House of Representatives, I extend sincere 
congratulations and wish the best of luck to the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center’s 
(REOC) Class of 2020.  
 
Today marks a major life accomplishment, and whether you are completing a certification, 
undergraduate, or graduate program, you should be extremely proud. Further, this is a significant 
step toward achieving all that you have set out to accomplish in the years ahead. You have laid 
the foundation for a better life for you and your family and, by extension, for our community. 
 
Congratulations again to the graduates as you complete this defining milestone. I join with the 
REOC community, your families, and friends in expressing how proud I am of all that you have 
achieved, and I look forward to your continued success in the years ahead.  
 

 

Warmest personal regards, 

 

 

 
Joseph D. Morelle 
Member of Congress 
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August, 2020 
 
 
 

Dear REOC Graduates, 
 

The strength and resiliency of our state and nation continue to be tested during 
this trying time. Despite the many challenges being presented to our community during 
these past few months, the bright light of personal achievement continues to shine 
through the success of graduates like you. I am very pleased to offer you my sincerest 
congratulations on your graduation from the SUNY Rochester Educational 
Opportunity Center! 
 

Completing your program and coursework requirements demanded a deep 
investment of time and persistent dedication to hard work that will serve you well in 
your career. I join the REOC faculty and leadership in acknowledging your 
accomplishment and encourage you to build upon this milestone achievement. 

 
Again, congratulations and best wishes to you for much success in the future! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Harry B. Bronson 
Member of Assembly 
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Rochester EOC Barbering Program Graduate  
2020 Executive Director’s Award Winner 
August 5, 2020 

Graduates of the Rochester EOC Class of 2020, I welcome you to celebrate the culmination of a 
year of hard work, sacrifices, and accomplishments. 

I can honestly say that this is a year that I will NEVER forget. I am sure that many of you feel 
the same way. Memories from this year have been shaped by our individual and unique 
circumstances – not only at school but also in our personal lives. Some of us may have had great 
support systems that have helped us through our journey, and some of us have been working 
independently with no support. 

Some of us have had to work while studying. Some of us have had families to manage. All of us 
have had to pay bills, handle child care, transportation, doctor appointments, family emergencies, 
births, deaths, a pandemic, a continued fight for equality, and so many other unexpected 
situations that arise at a moment’s notice. 

All of our situations have been different. But we have one strong thing in common: our goal to 
get educated, get trained, and move upward. Our knowledge that we have gained has now 
become our power. Our knowledge will carry us forward to become successful employees, 
business owners and college students in all the wonderful fields we have chosen as our careers. 

Think about this... Two years ago would you have thought about starting this journey at REOC? 
Probably not. I know I didn’t. Would you have ever thought one year ago that you would be 
where you are today? I hope so. I did. I had a goal. I am sure that you did too. 

Look at how far you have come. Look at how much you have overcome. Look at how much you 
have proven that you can do.  But most of all, and MOST importantly, look at how much YOU 
NOW KNOW you can do. 

For me, it took years to know how I learned best. It took me years to become my own advocate 
and to know what I wanted to do with my life.  But now I know. I know ME. And it has been 
through my unique life experiences that I know that I can and I WILL do anything I set my mind 
to. I WILL be the best Master Barber. I WILL be a business owner. I WILL be an employer. I 
WILL be an entrepreneur. I WILL be the best version of myself I can be. 

This is MY mantra...what is yours? The world is in front of me as it is in front of you. Follow 
your dreams. Make them your reality. 

Your condition IS NOT your conclusion. Don’t ever let anyone tell you what you can and cannot 
do based on what THEY know. Know yourself. Celebrate your life and accomplishments. Be 
proud of yourself. Take your experience, take that knowledge, take that empowerment, and do 
something. 

Continue to make a difference in your life. Make a difference in someone else’s life. Make a 
difference in the world. Be the change that brought us ALL where we are today. 

Congratulations Rochester EOC Class of 2020. We made it and the BEST is yet to come! 
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Welcome to the
Rochester Educational Opportunity Center

2014 Graduation Ceremony at the Eastman Theatre

The Eastman Theatre is owned and operated by the Eastman School of Music of the University  
of Rochester. To assure the safety and comfort of all guests in the theatre, the Eastman School of 
Music asks that you adhere to the following regulations:

Smoking is prohibited in all public areas of the Eastman School of Music, including but not limited 
to the Eastman Theatre, Kilbourn Hall, and all other performance spaces, restrooms, lounges and 
lobbies.

Cameras are allowed in the Eastman Theatre exclusively for the purpose of photographing  
graduating students.

Cameras and other photographic equipment must be handled by guests at their seats.  
No photography or videography will be permitted in the aisles of the theatre. There can be no use of  
tripods or access to electrical outlets, except by a professional photographic service hired by the  
graduating school. This is to avoid possible violation of fire safety regulations, which stipulate 
that the aisles must be kept open at all times.

At no time will photographing be permitted on the stage itself.

Attendees may be asked to discontinue photographic activities if, in the opinion of the House 
Manager, they are disrupting the event.

PLEASE rEmAin At your SEAtS For tHE rECESSionAL And untiL 
ALL tHE grAduAtES HAvE LEFt tHE tHEAtrE.

Thank you for making this a safe and enjoyable graduation and congratulations to all the graduates  
and their families and friends.

Reception
Thank you for attending the 

2014 REOC Graduation Ceremony 
and celebrating the success of our 

graduates.  Please join us for 
refreshments at the reception 

immediately following the ceremony 
at the Rochester Educational  

Opportunity Center, 161 Chestnut Street.

Graduation Committee Members
Chairperson– Jonathan Perkins

Nate Daugherty, Wade Davis, Junon DuVivier, Maria Fournier,  
Sheryl Gonzalez, Rashaud Hannah, James Hanselman

Ushers
Thank you to faculty and staff who volunteered  

to usher this year’s graduation ceremony.
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2020 Candidates
The following students may be eligible to receive a certificate.

Listing in this program does not constitute program completion.

Barbering 
Brady, Jasmine
Brown, Shawnta
Brundidge, Dorian
Bryant, Lorita
Christman, Michael
Cowart, Daveree
Davis, Angela

Fairley, Denzell
Floyd, Turiq
Frisk, Joshua
Gbajumo, Olubunmi
McCollough, Joseph
McKean, Savannah
Melo-Ramirez, Adrian

Mercado, Angel
Morgan, William
Nauden, Jessie
Ramos, Angel
Sabastro, Jose
Sepulveda, Juan
Smith, Kristin

Certified Nursing Assistant
Acevedo, Tisha
Addison, Brielle
Albert, Alexis
Allen, Shiasia
Bell, Veronica
Boatwright, Alexis
Broadnax, Christina
Brown, Emari
Brumfield, Breazaih
Burton, Shantel
Chealey, Tajah
Cox, Tierney
Cruz, Claudia
Cubiotti, Deanna
Dahal, Prashamsa
Davidson, Shaiasia
Davis, Asia
Drechsler, Mackenzie
Duggans, Chaquitta
Espinal, Hennessey
Fee, Marissa
Fisher, Hajah
Gamble, Shemeka
Gause, Imalea

Gonzalez, Laura
Goodlow, Ashley
Hampton, Erica
Harville, Destiny
Hendrix Jr., Walter
Johnson, Latasha
Johnson, Leondra
Johnson, Terrence
Johnson, Tianna
Jones, Cynthia
Jones, Joshiana
Lee, Jordan
Leflore, Lacretia
Lovelist, Florence Ruby
Madafferi, Andrea
Marble, Aliah
Mateo, Andrea
Mclernon, Mckayla
Miller, Koinonia
Mitchell, England
Mitchell, Lanisha
Monroe, Ashley
Nieto, Melissa
Qaied, Aliyay

Quinn, Mona
Rasaili, Sabitra
Rosado, Barbara
Rounds, Aereiana
Santana, Mercedes
Siplin, Takiyah
Sippel, Krystal
Suarez, Angelique
Suarez, Melanie
Swift, Amarah
Sylvestre, Fabiola
Taylor, Ashley
Tejan, Sarah
Tsiba, Urbain
Turner, Ashonte
Uloth, Clifford
Velez Vazquez, Nismary
Walker, Shukriyyah
Washington, Lannitra
Wesley, Asia-Lon
Williams, Kelli
Williams, Shelia
Woods, Latisha
Young, Deminee

Certified Nursing Assistant  Refresher
Coleman, Melissa Johnson, Ariel Loyd, Quwaysia

Anders, Sierra
Anderson, Karen
Aureli, Ashley
Briggs, Sunshine
Carrera, Lisandra
Carvajalino Arrieta, Loraine
Collington, Chanel

Crumity, Mecca
Cruz, Jeselyn
Edwards, Arethea
Figueroa de Mercedes, Wanda
Gulley, Tiana
Hewlett, Cailey
James, Aaliyha

Jones, Pearl
Jones, Shalonda
Jordan, Chaquana
McFarland, Ruth
Medero, Kassandra
Muhammad, Brianna
Petersen, Deborah

Child Development Associate 
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Pitts, Shannon
Rivera, Juan
Robinson, Artisha

Rowe, Raven
Ryder, Leanna
Santos, Betzaida

Watkins, Shakeia
Williams, Nikita

Child Development Associate (cont’d) 

Arnold, Tiffany
Hawkins, Monique

Muniz, Emanuel
Powell, Sonia

Russell, Shirley
Wright, Sade

College Preparation 

Civil Service Exam Preparation 

Cosmetology
Balestier, Laney
Cromes, Sheniqua
DuBoise, Kimberly
Edwards, Marissa

El-Amin Ablah, Bushraa
Everett-White, Shelia
Johnson, JoAnne
Manning, Donniel

Starkes, Katrina
Taylor, Gwendolyn
Turay, Mariama

Cupini, Eve
Dickerson, Endia
Douglass, DaShawn
Gholar, Lisa
Johnson, Geneva 

Lacen, Ruth
Moore, Tracye
Pringle, Chaquita
Royal, Desia
Smith, Jahisreal
 

Tesch, David
Watkins, Javon
Weeg, Peter
Wiley, Ethan
Williams, Cassius
Williams, Terrell

Culinary Arts

Anderson, Anthony
Borden, Robin
Clarke, Susan
Cruz-Figueroa, Jennifer
Green, Angel

Hughes, Mary Anne
Jackson, Alicia
McCullough, Fonda
Smith, Capucin
Smith, Erin

Tate, Sheila
Tucker, Whitley
Walters, Stephanie
Wilson, Denise

         Monroe County Legislature 
       Office of the Republican Majority 

 

 

 
409 County Office Building ∙ 39 West Main Street ∙  Rochester, New York 14614 

Phone: (585) 753-1922 ∙ Fax: (585) 753-1960 

 
 
 
 
 

July 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Graduates of Rochester Educational Opportunity Center: 
 
Congratulations on graduating from the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center this past 
spring. Although this unprecedented time challenged you to adapt to new learning environments, 
you prevailed through your exemplary hard work and grit. You should be extremely proud of 
yourself. 
 
The education you received at the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center has prepared you to 
embark on the next steps of your journey. We are confident that with the skills and knowledge 
ingrained here, you are prepared to conquer life’s next steps.  
 
The REOC has served the Rochester community for over fifty years, providing support and 
access to education and workforce development. Their staff and administers have successfully 
offered skills for success and a network to access both educational and employment 
opportunities. We are thankful for all the work the REOC has done to enhance and empower the 
Rochester community. 
 
The Monroe County Legislature, Office of the Republican Majority, would like to extend our 
sincere congratulations to the REOC Class of 2020. May this achievement serve as a foundation 
for future success and happiness. We wish you the best of luck in all your future endeavors.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Monroe County Legislature 
Office of the Republican Majority  

Allen, Jeremy
Anderson, Mya
Barnett-Latta, Tieona
Boley, Mahnseah
Brown Cruz, Melayka
Coleman, Roderick
DeJesus, Brieanna
Dukes, Kajah
Ervin, Azaylia 

Esquilin Ayala, Luis
Figueroa, Yiomara
Healt, Tyler
Healt, Zachary
Henneberger, Alyssa
Johnson, Sha’vey
McFadden, Imani
Murphy, Tyrone
Noble, Jasmine 

Perdue, Michaeyla
Prevost, Robert
Rivers, Michelle
Robinson-Harvey, Taynika
Rodriguez-Rivera,                
     Jessenya
Vazquez, Daisha
Wearen, Tatiana
Webb, Semaj

Emergency Medical Technician

Emergency Telecommunications
Hawkins, Monique
Knorr, Natasha
Miller, Jordan 
 

Patton, Rebecca
Rivera, Diana
Santos Van Ryn, Jose 
 

Serra, Grace
Short, Susan
Wright, Lindy

English for Speakers of Other Languages
Babiker, Abdelrahman
Cardona Olmos, Kadia
Gonzalez Sierra, Daimara

Gurung, Khina
Ibrahem, Abdelrhman
Manger, Sarita

Piedra Aragon, Gabriela
Van Ryn, Maria
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City of Rochester, NY 

Rochester City Council 
City Hall Room 301A • 30 Church Street • Rochester, New York 14614-1290 

July 15, 2020                  
 
 
Dear Graduates: 
 

Congratulations Class of 2020! You remained focused.  As a result, you accomplished 
your academic/vocational goal.  You have done so in the midst of a world-wide pandemic, 
national civil unrest, state mandated quarantine, and while adapting to distance learning. I 
commend you for your tenacity and perseverance for following through on furthering your 
education in the midst of it all. 

 
Be proud of your accomplishment. Use the certificate earned today as a launch pad for 

future success. You have been trained by the best, to join the ranks alongside the best.  The 
Rochester Educational Opportunity Center has produced thousands of hard working men and 
women who are true assets to our community. I am thrilled to have you among them. 

 
You are proven to be REOC strong and REOC qualified.  So, go forth to work and serve 

in our community; adding your voice and vote to make Rochester even better.  
 
Again, my warmest and most heartfelt congratulations on a job well done.  I wish you 

nothing but the best in your future endeavors.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
         Loretta C. Scott, President 
         Council Member At-Large
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High School Equivalency
Anselmo, Jessica
Baccari, Melissa
Ball, Jasmine 
Belcastro, Angelina
Bennett, Dajuan
Beras, Jessica
Brooks, Vanessa
Brown, Christopher
Brown, Damon
Buigues, Josep
Burns, Rebecca
Canga, Sunsharae
Carter, Jahkeem
Constantine, Deshawn
Correa, Luis 
Cox, Michael
Cristales, Marco
Cruz, Nereida
Cyrus-Fleming, Roslyn
Dame, Aaron
Delgado, Jose
Denmark, Tessani
Desinord, Celina
Dunmore, Daryl
Frasier, Jakyra
George, Andrell
Gurgel, Austin
Hanchowski, Ashley
Harris, Dynasty
Hawkins, Monique
Hernandez, Rachel

Ingram, Jerry
Jason, Carlee
Johnson, Celeta
Kirk, Damien
Kyler, Heintzelman
Lane, Vuwa
Love, James
Love-Dennis, Cynthia
Maddox, Elise
Maybell, Ciecrra
McClary, Kayla
McCloud, Jamez
McKenzie, Kimberly
Mendez, Clara
Minniefield, Arianna
Musa, Hamadi
Muthana, Mustafa
OConnor, Jessica
Ortiz, Krystina
Parker, Pamela
Peoples, Crystal
Powell, Kyra
Powell, Sonia
Ravenell, Jhania
Rivera, Nina
Roach, Daniel 
Rodriguez, Aria
Rodriguez, Krystal
Rosa, Brandi
Rosario, Ellen
Roundtree, Azsa

Russell, Shirley
Rutledge, Divine
Scott, Jeremya
Serano, Gabriel
Sibhatu, Tekleberhan
Smith, Brandy
Smith, Christina
Smith, LaToya
Smith, Sharinai
Stevenson, Latierra
Terry, Charles
Thomas, Michael
Torres, Mairym
Tovar, Doreen
Tucker, Paul
Van Bortel, Jared
Velazquez, Hector
Villegas, Larry
Wainwright, Angel
Walker, Trandiss
Wearen, Kwame
Weiford, Alexis
Westbrook, Mikequan
Williams, Alexis
Williams, Lateka
Williams, Shelia
Williams, Vandeiquia
Willis, Jessica
Zaidd, Badruddin

Home Health Aide
Alligood, Debra
Appleberry, Meshawn
Belcastro, Angelina
Bolanos, Ana
Britt, Destiny
Butler, Toni
Caldwell, Sandra
Conti, Mary
Davis, Destanee
Deporras, Maritza
Diaz, Dayanara
English, Ryan
Fishe, Della
Fuller, Cherae
Hardy, Tia

Hemmings, Lloydeja
Holloway, Ziasia
Hunt, Terra
Hussein, Fartun
Jiggetts, Denise
Jones, Aquiel
Kommer, Raven
Lasiewicki, Lauren
Latham, Shanese
Lawhorn, Lucrecia
Louis, Guytchina
Martin, Patricia
Nelson, Mercedes
Nesmith, Marlinda
Patterson, Maria

Peterson, Herman
Rivera, Destiny
Robinson, Shakala
Rosario-Martinez, Jaryevette
Rudolfs, Theresa
Smith, Isis
Strong, Charod
Strozier, Tineeka
Taggart, Renee
Thomas, Terrance
Veiro, Kahlia
Warnica, Christian
Waston, Annie
Wilson, Elizabeth
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Licensed Practical Nursing
Anderson, Dainya
Barrier, Sabrina
Barton, Tyra
Bellington, Jeniffer
Brown, Kiana
Clark, Crystal
Cornelius, Tiffiny
Echols, Brittney
Feliciano Caraballo, Ineida 
Finnemore, Hannah
Givens, William
Gomez, Naomi
Harris, Tamekia
Hildreth, Shelby 
Hills-Hagins, Rachel

Horton, Aaron
Israel, Ardis
Johnson, Makeywa
Knight, Kuila
Lesesne, Octavia
Lopez, Nicole
Ludgood, Matthew
Lugo, Felicita
Lugo, Ninena
Marshall, Chantiza
Mason, Erica
Meleca, Barbara
Miller, Special
Ntumba, Rose
Palmer, Alexandrena

Parks, Melinda
Premo, Lauren
Singh, Tandeep
Siriphanthong, Victoria
Smith, Nailah
Stell, Autumn
Torbitt, Shirley
Turner, Kevin
Williams, Tiphfany
Williams, Yamisha
Woodhams, David
Young, Alexa
Zygand, Rachel
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Rochester Educational Opportunity Center 
161 Chestnut St. 
Rochester, NY 14604 

 

To the 2020 graduates of the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center: 

I am honored today to join with faculty, staff, family and friends to recognize the 2020 
graduates of the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center (REOC). Because of your 
dedication and your completion of the requirements for your chosen field of study, you are 
among the honorees. REOC is one of our city’s most valued educational institutions — 
educating more than 30,000 during its 52-year history and most recently more than 1,300 
each year.  

You are now poised to become employed as teacher assistants, emergency 
telecommunicators, culinary artists, customer service providers, barbers, childcare 
workers, pharmacy technicians, home health aides or licensed practical nurses, to name 
only a few of the REOC career opportunities.  You are also prepared to assume 
responsible positions in the workforce, and in so doing, not only better provide for your 
families, but also give back to our community.  

REOC teachers, counselors, staff and administrators, with the support of the SUNY 
College at Brockport and SUNY University Center for Workforce Development, have 
worked together to give you the opportunity to gain important skills. These skills will help 
you continue on to college or obtain a career. Important community partnerships have also 
been forged to assist each year’s graduates with job opportunities. 
You have reason to be proud of your accomplishments. Congratulations to each of you 
upon your achievements and best wishes as you continue to utilize the skills and 
knowledge you have gained while a student at REOC. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Lovely A. Warren 
Mayor, City of Rochester 

 

Medical Secretary
Arnone, Cody
Baldwin, Cynthia
Bryant, Tiffany
Carbonell, Ann
Cruz, Giyleanna
Delgado, Angely
Delgado Castro, Adys
Gadson, Latasha
George, Malcolm
Hargrove, Amini 
Isidore, Danielle

James, Myiesha
Johnson, Iman
Jones, Destiny
Lopez, Glorimar
Magar, Buddha
McGill, Ashley
Molina, Audrey
Nielsen, Florence
Proper, Jillian 
Ramos, Joziak
Reed, Mary

Rutland Jones, Donnie
Sault, Katina
Singleton, Cassandra
Siplin, Samyra
Smith, Brandy
Snead, Shateeka
Temple, Tiffany
Tice, Christel
Watson, Sydney

Pharmacy Technician
Addison, Brianna
Covington, Charde
Guay, Anne
Jackson, Sharon
Larkins, Erica

Massaquoi, Musa
Mosely, Tachina
Newton, Naustia
Sefranek, Harmony
Spinks, Daijah

Stevenson, Marquis
West, Latoya
Woodard, Kushantra
Wyche, Jessina

Pre-Vocational Studies
Alsalahi, Abdulmoaed
Altobelli, Alyssa
Arnold, Ayana
Bivins, Jocelyn
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 August 5, 2020  

 

Dear Graduates: 

On behalf of the State University of New York’s University Center for Academic and Workforce 
Development (UCAWD), it is my distinct pleasure to send greetings and warm regards to all students 
celebrating the completion of their studies from the Rochester EOC.  Most importantly, I wish to 
congratulate you on a job well done!  

With this accomplishment, you are joining generations of learners across New York State who 
have completed their studies from EOCs, fully prepared to enter institutions of higher education and 
excel in the labor market. You have positioned yourself and your family for new opportunities, 
achievements and success. Pursuing advanced education and job training takes grit and perseverance in 
the most ideal circumstances; to have completed your program amid the turmoil of the COVID-19 
pandemic is nothing short of remarkable. 

Yet, there is more to be done. Collectively, we have seen the result of the tipping point of 
George Floyd’s death that triggered massive world-wide protests and most recently proposals, 
legislation and commitments to right the wrongs of injustice.  To the UCAWD team, you represent the 
hope that, with the right opportunity, all lives can be transformed.  Your persistence through these 
unprecedented times is nothing short of inspirational and I encourage you to continue to model the 
citizenry that this country needs.  We know that the EOC is the first step to a satisfying career and we 
are grateful to have joined you at this stage of your journey. 

 While social distance may separate us today, we encourage you to keep in touch with the 
Rochester EOC, where you remain a member of our family long after your studies conclude. I hope you 
share your EOC experience with others in your community as you continue on your upward journey.  

 

       Sincerely, 

  

      
Lisa L. McKay, 
Associate Provost and Director, 

        University Center for Academic and  
        Workforce Development 
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Office of the President 
 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
Congratulations! The College at Brockport celebrates your achievements and your commitment to 
your education. This has been a challenging year—and you have been up to the challenge, moving 
from face to face learning to remote learning, and managing to complete your studies during a world-
wide pandemic. It wasn’t easy—but you made it! 
 
The outstanding faculty and staff who challenged, mentored, advised, and supported you are also part 
of your success, and I know you will join me in thanking them, along with your family and friends, 
who have supported you throughout this journey.  
 
But the credit goes primarily to you — because you not only had the ability, but the motivation to 
succeed. The past few months are not how any of us would have chosen to finish the academic year, 
but your resilience and tenacity has shone though. I hope you will take pride in the time and effort that 
you have invested and the determination that you have shown during your time at the REOC. 
 
Congratulations on your graduation, and may this special occasion be just the beginning of an even 
brighter future. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Heidi R. Macpherson, Ph.D. 
President 
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Award Winners
Executive Director’s Award

The Executive Director’s Award is given to a current year graduate who has  
excellent interpersonal skills and attendance, exhibits a positive attitude to faculty, 

staff and fellow students both in scholastic work and professional environments, 
and who has demonstrated exceptional merit and leadership skills.

Jasmine Brady
Barbering Program

Dr. Betty Marian Anderson Scholarship 
The Dr. Betty Marian Anderson Scholarship is granted each year to an REOC  
student.  This scholarship provides financial assistance to an individual who  

demonstrates matriculation into college and a commitment to the continued  
pursuit of higher education.

Ineida Feliciano
Licensed Practical Nursing Program

REOC Scholarship
(In Memory of Maxine Gooden)

The Maxine Gooden Scholarship was developed to recognize students who have 
demonstrated academic excellence (3.0 GPA or higher). The scholarship fund was 
established in order to financially assist graduating REOC students continuing their 

education in a vocational and/or academic setting or beginning employment.

Jeniffer Bellington
Licensed Practical Nursing Program

Rochester Area Colleges Continuing Education  
(RACCE) Adult Student Award

The RACCE consortium recognizes and honors adults who  have been especially 
successful at continuing post secondary study with their other responsibilities of 

family, job, career, and community service.

Darrell Foster
High School Equivelency Program
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August, 2020 
 
Dear Graduates, 
 
I hope all is well. 
 
The Rochester EOC Graduation Celebration is one of the most exciting days for students, 
faculty, staff and the community. It is a day to celebrate the achievements of our students who 
have worked diligently toward their goals. This day also marks the end of the academic year and 
the beginning of new opportunities for our students.  
 
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and advisory board members, I would like to congratulate you on 
achieving this great milestone and to welcome you as alumni of the REOC family. 
 
I am proud of the academic, professional and personal milestones you have accomplished during 
your time at the REOC, despite this unprecedented season that tried to hinder your efforts for 
success. Your strength and determination were the reasons that you are able to cross the stage 
today, fully prepared and confident in your abilities to take on the next challenge.  
 
There is a statue that stands proud and direct outside the doors leading into the Rochester EOC. 
The statue is of a man that exemplifies struggle, progress, advocating for oneself, and success. 
Frederick Douglass was a man who overcame adversity and fought for education. He knew that 
educating individuals for the workforce and providing that training in a holistic atmosphere with 
a humanistic perspective is what generates leaders. 
 
You are those leaders. As leaders, you chose to persevere. Your quest for knowledge kept you 
going. Your desire to succeed did not let you quit. Your strength kept you moving forward.  
Now you are here and you have succeeded. If this year has taught us nothing, it has at least 
shown us that there will always be unexpected challenges in life. How we handle life’s trials is 
what makes us better leaders and human beings. 
 
Again, congratulations, and may this accomplishment be the beginning on your journey to life-
changing opportunities. Be encouraged. The best is yet to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Roosevelt Mareus 
Dean/Executive Director 

Faculty and Staff
Ambubuyog, Bella
Abdalla, Nelly
Al-Hark, Dayeenah
Ames, Kristie**
Anderson, Cheria 
Beaudrie, Patty**
Bermudez, Antonio
Brown, Howard
Brown, Serina
Brown, Stefan
Burks, Francine
Callan, Pamela***
Carlton, Jardin
Carpenter, Peter
Casanzio, Sam
Chakalis, Pat
Clarke, Susan
Crews Perkins,  
     Sharon
Crissman, Tricia
Crumity, Betsy
Cuby, Chris
Davis, Wade*
DeFelice, Mark
Delice, Daniel
Duncan, Marilyn
Dunn, Kevin
Eison, Ebony
Evans-Flaherty,  
     Dorothy*
Ferguson, Keniel
Ferris, Jane
Fugle, Steven
Geh, John

Gerst, Lisa
Gomez, Virginia*
Gonzalez, Sheryl
Griffin, LeKisha
Hanselman, James*
Haynes, Sonya
Hendrix, Jeff*
Heyward, Kim
Hines, Nancy
Howard, Alice
Ibrahim, Ragaa
Jeffery, Darlene
Joseph, Valerie
Krupcznski, Keith*
Lampley, Jeannette
Liebow, James
Macey, Lee
Maar, Deborah
Mancuso, Sydney*
Mareus, Roosevelt
Marks, Ray
Marote, Wayne
Marvin, Todd*
Mason-Williams,  
     Patricia
McCarthy, Katherine*
McNealy, Erica*
McLuckie, David*
Morgan, Gloria
Munye, Mohamed
O’Geen, Kevin
Ortiz-Palermo,  
     Angelee
Pagan, Gladys

Parker, Chisa
Patterson, James
Payne, Terry
Perez, Ida
Perkins, Jonathan
Priester Bradley,  
     Janice
Primus, Elizabeth
Quinn, Patty
Rabah-Muhammad,  
     Safa
Rivera, Amber
Ruth, Melvin
Sayed, Hasin
Schwenker, Chris
Sefranek, Millie
Schojan, Todd
Scott, Jeffrey
Sheinberg, Paula
Sherman, Gregory
Travers, Teashira
Tschiderer, Barbara*
Villar, Yenny
Vonhold, Wendy
Walsh, Peter
Ward, Alicia
Watson, Anton*
Welling, Wendy
Whaley, Carmela
Wilson, Lakeytalynn
Wong, Diana
Woodruff, Barb
Wright, Christy
Zink, Leesah

*** Honorary Rochester EOC 2020 Graduation Committee Co-Chair 
** Rochester EOC Graduation Committee Co-Chair
*Rochester EOC Graduation Committee Member 
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Academic Regalia
The use of academic regalia comes down as a custom from the universities 
of the 14th and 15th centuries, particularly Oxford and Cambridge.  Monks 
and students of those days wore them to keep warm in the damp and drafty 
fourteenth-century castles and halls of learning. It has been worn in America 
from colonial times and was standardized for colleges and universities by an 
intercollegiate commission in 1893.

Academic apparels have certain distinctions according to the degree repre-
sented.  The black gowns differ particularly in the sleeves.  Sleeves for the 
bachelor’s gown are long and pointed, while those for the master’s are even 
longer but rounded with a slit for the arm at the elbow.  The doctor’s gown 
has full bell-shaped sleeves with three velvet bars part way down of the color 
associated with the academic discipline in which the degree is earned.

Hoods vary in size and shape with the doctor’s hood being the largest and 
most lavishly decorated.  The color of the velvet, which circles the opening 
of the hood, shows the degree.

Caps are black mortar boards with tassels worn over the left front quadrant.  
Tassels of gold braid indicates a doctor’s degree.  Occasionally, holders of 
the doctor’s degree choose to wear tassels in the color of the disciplines.

A few American universities have designed distinctive academic apparel: 
usually a softer cap instead of a mortar board, a less full gown, and a smaller 
hood.  University emblems may also appear on the front of the gowns.   
Colors representing the academic discipline, as well as the university,  
continue to be used in this style of dress - as in the gold tassels for a  
doctoral or a tassel reflecting the major of study.  REOC graduates also  
wear distinctive academic apparel:

•	 Graduates	wearing	gold	cords	have	achieved	high	honors.
•	 Graduates	wearing	green	honor	cords	have	successfully	

completed the REOC Leadership Challenge.
•	 Graduates	wearing	purple	cords	have	been	accepted	into	college.

REOC Leadership Challenge
Those students displaying the green honor cord have successfully fulfilled 
all the requirements for the REOC Leadership Challenge. Using the 
Equipped for the Future framework students completed coursework and 
requirements related to interpersonal, communication and decision-
making skills.  All skills learned in the Leadership Challenge promote 
“life-long learning” and prepare students for a successful career. 
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The faculty and staff at the Rochester Educational Opportunity Center  
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Advisory Council for their continuous dedication and commitment to the  

mission of our Center.
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Programs
Academic/Technical Programs

Barbering
Certified Nursing Assistant

Child Development Associate
Child Development Associate Renewal

Child Development Training
College Preparation

Cosmetology
Culinary Arts

Customer Service Professional
Emergency Medical Technician 

Emergency Telecommunications 
English for Speakers of Other Languages

High School Equivalency
Home Health Aide

Licensed Practical Nursing
Medical Secretary

Office Support Specialist
Pharmacy Technician
Prevocational Studies

SAT Preparation
Security Guard

Sterile Processing Technician 
Teacher Assistant

Community Programs/Offerings
ATTAIN (Advanced Technology Training and Information Networking) Lab

C.A.S.H. (Creating Assets, Savings and Hope) Program
Microsoft Office Certification

Official Readiness Test
REOC B-Stro

REOC Barbering and Cosmetology Salon
S.N.A.P. (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)


